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Pawsaedaw and Sama invite each other

to sip kobi at the local grocery store.
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“Today the air is so cool and relaxing. It was
raining almost the whole night.” Pawsaedaw starts
the conversation.

“Hey! what rain are you talking about? My
house didn’t get a single drop. Were you

dreaming?” Sama, his old friend, retorts.

“How can you deny it? Look! The sky is still
heavy with water.” Pawsaedaw says.

“How can there be water in the sky? You're

,//

crazy!” Sama answers

77

“Foolish man, the rain! is the water in the sky

Pawsaedaw responds and silences Sama.
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When they’ve had a disagreement so early in
the morning, the rice salad looses its tastiness and
so Sama just quickly sips tae aw to quench his
throat and starts to walk out of the shop without

looking back at Pawsaedaw.

“Hey! why are you in such a hurry? Wait a
minute!” Pawsaedaw asks in a loud voice and
walks out after him.
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The two friends leave the shop. The drizzle
turns into droplets and fall down again.

“The orchard workers and the farmers must be
happy with this rain,” Pawsaedaw comments as he
puts his hand up to his head to shield the rain.

“How can they be happy? The rubber farmers
cannot tap the rubber trees,” Sama finds a reason to

disagree with Pawsaedaw.
“So what?!” Pawsaedaw calls back as he runs
into the edge of the rice field to take refuge from the

rain.
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Inside the shack at the edge of the field.

“I want to raise ten cows!” Pawsaedaw comments.
“Don’t you want to do anything?”

“Me? I was thinking that I should grow some
corn...about ten rai” Sama says as he gazes at the open
field. In a moment, he turns back to face Pawsaedaw

with a serious stare.
“Hey, you can’t raise your cows around my corn,
you hear?”

“Why not? It's my land!” Pawsaedaw talks back.
“Well, it you raise your cows around my corn field,
they will eat all of my corn! Why haven’t you thought of

that?” Sama doesn’t back down.
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The rain starts falling heavily. The holes in
the grass shack they are sitting under start to
leak and the two friends are soaking wet. They
sit back to back.

“Why don’t you give up on your idea of
raising cows. We are friends, let’s not get on each
others” nerves,” Sama pleads.

“You won’t convince me with sweet talk. I've
made my mind up a long time ago. Don't try to

talk me out of it!” Pawsaedaw shouts.
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“Actually, you should let my cows go
into your field,” Pawsaedaw says.

“Why? Wouldn’t my ftield be
destroyed? Your cows would eat all the
s

corn in my field! It would all be gone

Sama asks, unconvinced.
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The rain subsides.
“We should go. Let’s talk about this later,”

Pawsaedaw says and then walks out of the
shack. Sama sits and looks out after him. He is
very confused.

“Wait for me!” Sama runs shouting after

Pawsaedaw.

“Come on! Let’s talk this over first. How
can you just walk away?”
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Pawsaedaw is very annoyed with his friend.

“Fine, what do you want to discuss? I myself
want to know, how we shall deal with this.” The
two friends continue their argument.

“No matter what, I will not allow your
cows into my field,” Sama stubbornly refuses to
accept Pawsaedaw’s suggestion.

“We are friends. We need to help each other.
My cow’s manure will help as fertilizer for your

corn.” Pawsaedaw is insistent about his proposition.
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“Then you will have to build a fence
around your field so that my cows will not
eat your corn.”

“You must be crazy. They are your
cows. You have to build the fence!” Sama

is very annoyed.
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“You are the one who should build the fence!

,//

Because! ... Because your cows can walk!” Sama
tries to find a reason to back his argument.

“You are the owner of the field. You have
more money to invest. So you should invest in a
fence. I'm just a cow herder. Where will I get
the money to invest in a fence?” Pawsaedaw
doesn’t budge.

“If you don’t agree, you will be the one

,//

who will sutfer!” Sama points his finger at

Pawsaedaw.
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“How will you suffer?! Tell me! Don’t
just threaten me this way!”

“How will you NOT sufter? you will be
because you let your cows graze in
others’ tields?” Sama continues to agitate
Pawsaedaw.

“The state supports people to raise cows, so
I have special rights,” Pawsaedaw adds more to

the debate.

“What special rights do you have ? Sama

is starting to sway under Pawsaedaw’s tactics.
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The sun shines brighter and brighter into
the day, but their faces are still red with furious

debate. Neither of the friends will give up.
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“How about this...Why don’t we ask the cow herder
whether cows like to eat corn or not. If they like to eat corn,
you need to build a fence for them. If they don’t like corn,
then you will have to build a fence to keep them too.”

Pawsaedaw gives his friend a confused look.

“Are you crazy? The cow herder should not be the
one to build a fence for his cows when there is grass all over
the fields. You want me to go cut the grass for them to eat?
I'm not stupid! Don’t try to tool me. I won’t believe you.”

Sama shakes his head in frustration.

“Dear friend, I will speak to you frankly. If you raise
your cows to roam free and let them eat my corn, it’s

considered illegal. I don’t want to visit you in jail.”
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“You are threatening a friend now. I've never
thought that you’d do this. We have been friends
since we’re children. I can’t believe that you could
do this to me. I never thought this of you,”
Pawsaedaw is hurt.

“I'm not threatening you Pawsaedaw. But
it’s true. If you do not build a tence for your
cows, you will have to be fenced in instead.”
When Sama finishes talking, Pawsaedaw gets

up and rolls up his old sarong, ready to fight
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There is a loud cry from Aipat, the young
outcast of the village near the local boxing ring
in the middle of an empty field.

“What are you guys doing? You don’t do
anything all day long. You just sit around
dreaming, and then you fight all day long...
Have you already had a field of corn? Or cows?
Why don’t you try and make a living first, and
then you can sit around and fight about it. You
both are out of your minds!”

Aipat shakes his head and walks away.
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