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Harirayo day for Kai Nui and the Kid
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Harirayo day for Kai Nui and the Kid
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Story and Illustrations : Nicoleh Raden-ahmad






?uﬁ...“Lﬁu'{;ﬂm%aﬁﬁmmﬁ%uﬁmmﬂmﬁaunnf"iu
“Z‘l/tjfﬁ/ lihutea Auge”
“ast =i lumsaiaviaae”
(24 49‘/ v %J v v dq; = 1

19, TONAIELUIIIINTIILNULITIIATERLINLLN [LEAN
< L2/ Qn a ’qu/ vy v a dndlv (24 (- v
winihzaveunu nylulawzuniulnlas i svaieiuuas
Lﬁu@ﬁ?w?mﬂa"ﬁh/f“

“AATLI 1w’ﬁfm:lm“lﬂz,ﬁmmmmﬂ")ﬁqfﬁuﬁaﬂ”

“lzlal. linwasus”

Today, like any other day, Kai Nui comes to sister
Muay’s shop.

“Kai Nui! Wanna go to Paw Chees house?”

“Yah sure! Why do you want to go, sister Muay?”

“I've just bought a stalk of bananas from the village and I
want to give them some. Usually Paw Chee comes by more often.
He has such an appetite for my Kobi but he hasn’t come
by in a while. I wonder if he is alright.”

“I'll go with you. That way, I can also go to the old market
around there too.”

“OKAY then, let’s go!”
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Sister Muay walks in front of Kai Nui to her little motorbike

“Sister Muay...Why do they call the market over there
‘the old market?””

“Paw Chee once told me that the market over
there was the first Yala community settlement. When
more people came, they moved over to this side. That’s
why the other side is called ‘the old market’ area. Most
people who live there are Thai-Muslim, but there are

also some Thai-Chinese and also some Thai-Buddhists.”
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“Sister Muay, you are so responsible. You wear a
helmet every time you ride your motorbike. My teachers at
school always tell me to remind grown-ups to wear their
helmets betore taking off on a motorbike.”

“Thanks for the compliment!”

“Goat! Watch out for the goats!” Kai Nui screams
as goats rush in front of the motorbike.

“Kai Nui, why are these goats walking around
here?”

“All of the villagers around here own goats. Paw

Chee’s family also owns goats, a lot of them!.”
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“We're at Paw Chee’s house already!” Kai Nui
says, pointing at the street a head.

“I see it now...Look! There is Paw Chee!
Hello Paw Chee!” Muay says.

“Hello!” Kai Nui shouts.

Muay takes Kai Nui’s hand and walks over to
Paw Chee.

“Hi...Hello there! What brings you to this part

of town?”
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“I asked Kai Nui if he wanted to come along and see you, Paw Chee.
We haven't seen you in a while. Are you feeling well? I brought you some bananas.”

“Thanks a lot, Muay.”

“Hey! Where is Kai Nui? He’s so fast, I can’t keep up with him.”

“There he is!” Paw Chee says as he points to Kai Nui who is playing with
a kid!”

“The other day, I told Kai Nui about my mother goat and her cute little kid
and so he wanted to come play with them. I brought him over that day and since
then he’s come over to play with them everyday. On some days he even helped me
take the mother goat out to graze in the Ming Muang pastures behind the market.
The kid also likes to play and tease Kai Nui too, so Kai Nui is quite attached to it. He
is even starting to smell like the kid! They sometimes play into the evening and I have
to tell him to go home or his parents will be worried.”

“You're right about that! When he was riding behind me on my motorbike,

I thought that I smelled something funny.” Paw Chee and Muay laugh.
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“Muay, didn’t you say that you brought me some bananas? Where are
they?”

“They are in the basket in the front of my motorbike...Hey There!
Don’t you dare! Those are for Paw Chee!” Muay yells as she chases after the
goat that is eating the bananas in her basket. She runs after it and pulls the
bananas out of its mouth.

“Here you go, Paw Chee. This is all that is left.” Muay looks like she
is about to cry.

“Don’t worry about it. The mother goat is probably very hungry
because she needs to feed her kid all day long. She needs to eat a lot.”

“I'll bring you some bananas next time. I still got some at home.”

“Don’t worry Muay, since the goat is mine, it’s like you have given

the bananas to me.”
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A couple of days later, a sour-faced Kai Nui rides his bike to
buy a sweet drink.

“What is wrong Kai Nui? ...What happened? Why are
you making such an unhappy face?”

“It’s that little kid. I don’t know where he is. He
isn’t at Paw Chee’s house. He isn’t at the Ming Muang
pasture. They are both gone, the mother and the kid. I
miss them so much!

“Have you asked Paw Chee?”

“I'm afraid to ask him. Will you ask him for me,

Muay?” e
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“Muay!, can I have a glass ot Kobi, please?!” Paw Chee
shouts as he stands in the front of her shop, surprising both Muay
and Kai Nui. Muay turns to Kai Nui and whispers to him to hide
inside the store. Then, she walks out to bring Paw Chee his Kobi.
Paw Chee is sitting and reading the newspaper.

“It is so hot today! When it is this hot, I always think of
Kobi,” Paw Chee drinks the Kobi and is refreshed. Muay is sitting
next to Paw Chee, waiting for the right moment to ask him...

“Kai Nui says you have not been at home for many days
already. Where have you been?”

“Oh! You didn’t know that Harirayo was five days ago?”

Muay is confused because she does not know what ‘Harirayo’ is.
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“So what is ‘Harirayo’, Paw Chee?” Muay asks with interest.

“Oh! ‘Harirayo” is a Malayu word for ‘the day of happiness’
Villagers often call it ‘Rayo day’ in short. There are two ‘Harirayo’
days in a year for Muslims: RayoPawsaw and RayoHatyi.
RayoPawsaw is the last day of the Pawsaw month and Muslims will
fast on this day. RayoHatyi is the day that Muslims go on pilgrimage
to Mecca. All Muslims celebrate and rejoice on Rayo. Do you
understand, Muay?”

“Is it similar to Chinese New Year, Paw Chee?”

“Not really. Isn’t Chinese New Year the beginning of the
new year for Chinese people? Rayo is not the beginning of the

new year.”
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“There are three important days in the Chinese New
Year, a day of spending, a day of worship, and a day of
travel. What about Rayo? What do you do, Paw Chee?”

“Muay, you are very curious! In the morning of
RayoPawSaw we do the ‘sagat’ first. Do you know what
‘sagat’ is?” Muay shakes her head.

“Sagat’ is to offer things to others. In my house, we
give rice to the poor, as much as we can afford. We see it
as it it is our duty, like paying tax. People with more
money will offer more; people with less money will otfer
less.” Paw Chee continues to explain to the inquisitive

Muay.
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“After that, we go to the Mosque for lahmad’.” Paw Chee

sees that Muay is confused so he explains further.

“You want to know about ‘lahmad’, right? ‘lahmad’ is when

we pray to Allah. Every Muslim must ‘lahmad’ tive times a day.

On ‘Rayo” we need to go to the Mosque for lahmad’.”
“Oh! I understand now. What about ‘mayang’? Are they

the same?”

“’Mayang’ is a word in the Southern dialect. It comes from

‘smayang’ in Malay. In Thai, we call it lahmad’ or nmahs’.
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“What do you do after lahmad’?” Muay is having
fun listening to Paw Chee explain about his religion.

“When we are done with ‘lahmad’, we must sit and
listen to ’kudtbah’.”

“What is that?” Muay asks.

“Oh...’kudtbah’ is a religious lecture. For ‘harirayo’
there is a lecture on the importance of the day and how
one should act accordingly.”

“I see...Iike when Kai Nui’s parents encourage me to
listen to the monks’ teachings when going to temple in

order to receive merit. I understand it now.”
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“Is there anything that you do for fun on that day, Paw
Chee?”

“Yes, of course. ‘rayo’ day is a day of happiness! We
wouldn’t just mope around all day. Muay, do you know that,
during ‘rayo’, children and adults dress up in their best attire?”

“That’s right! I knew that, Paw Chee. I see it every year.
The men wear long-sleeved shirts and sarongs or pants and
they wear ‘kapiyaw’ hats. I like to watch them. The women
wear beautiful floral patterns with beautiful embroidery and
‘veils’. It’s very pretty and wonderfully colorful. People get

dressed-up to be festive, right?”
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”It’s not quite to be ‘festive’. They actually go around and
visit the elders or their friends and when they meet each other,
they ‘salam’ and say “salam harirayo,” which means happy
harirayo and they ask for ‘mahuf’.

Muay knows that salam is a hand gesture for greetings
but she is still curious.

“What happens when you ask for ‘mahuf?” I've never
heard of that word before.”

“To ask for ‘mahuf” means to ask for forgiveness. We
have been living together the whole year and there are times
when we did not get along. Sometimes we had a
disagreement and we fought. On ‘rayo’, everyone asks each

other for forgiveness.”

29






“1zans @a'wi’umgufa'umVi’f)‘uumm'qr)"u uadTusEmIULe s ls0U
. 2 4 RPN 2
NTEAZ” WONNLDNIFAS LML LA AULTUT
w191 1A0UUSNLE ANAEIINTAIUAIAZT 1TNYUNYANN LTI th:f?f
anazluguaaninnialaiuue dwulngennvnanmsatamaunaliiuumas
IQI’Q 2= ° ]
unnwAsiAe Lwingils”
7 Qw v s
pilzapezleny (A" MunenunEANNadE
“ =) v v o v = diJ 1 v v [y
il ApdAu viendramileatonagn vanaslunzWaiugiay
Ql‘ v d’ v a 4’ QWQ 1 a
wasuuaIllignanivily 1e...hzAnIMUIEANAENLLL
“aefuAz nuelineanuad ludeasieauishn uantuladeaeisend
AUUZITNZR”
“laan auiunienls @ﬂ:ﬂummymg ﬂuYWﬂvyVIﬁLﬂlﬂw°ﬁn”u2u’3’ua’7?W

= a I a 1 = o
IAOUAL UATATIA [ UN LU "

You know, Paw Chee, on Chinese New Year we make ‘kanom keng'.
Is there anything that you make especially for ‘rayo’? Muay gets
hungry as the conversation is steered towards desserts.

“hmmm...That’s a good question. I bet you are getting hungry.
I only know about food and desserts in the three most Southern provinces
of Thailand. We just make the usual food and desserts. The one thing
that is made especially for the day is ‘tupa’.

“What is ‘tupa’ Paw Chee?
“Tupa’ is boiled sticky rice that is steamed just right. The rice is
wrapped up in a ‘kapaw’ leaf into a triangle and is steamed again. I
think that you have had it before, Muay.”

“Yes, I have. I remember now. Kai Nui brought some for me
once. However, at his house, they call it ‘tom’.

“That’s right. ‘Tom’ is in Southern dialect, ‘tupa’ is Malay:.
Thai Buddhists make it on ‘satr’ on the tenth month. But it doesn’t

taste like ours.”
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“Are there any festivities for children on ‘rayo’,
Paw Chee?” I remember when I was Kai Nui’s age, my
father would take me to the Chinese New Year Festival
every year and I got to play on the carousel and Ferris
wheel. I had so much fun!”

Paw Chee explains further. “During ‘rayo’, some
villages organize fun activities for children. There are
sports competitions and gift exchanges and also many

performances on stage.”
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“Paw Chee, what kind of Tayo’ was the one that has just passed?
Muay remembers that Paw Chee has just returned from attending a ‘rayo’

“It was ‘rayohatyi’. Oh! I forgot to tell you that on the ‘rayo’ that
has just passed, we Muslims just did a ‘kurban’.”

“What is a ‘kurban’? Muay asks curiously.

“’Kurban’ is an animal sacrifice, such as sacrifice of cows, goats,
and sheep. We take their meat and distribute it to the poor. ‘kurban’ is
sacrifice of one of your own animals. We must pick the best one. I have
goats so I had to pick the best looking goat to sacrifice and distribute to the
poor.”

Kai Nui, who is hiding at the back of the store, hears Paw Chee talk
about sacrificing his goat to distribute its meat and suddenly thinks of his kid.
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Muay is thinking the same thing as Kai Nui so she asks
Paw Chee about the kid.

“I want to know more about the goat. So...”
“That’s enough Muay. I think that I've been
talking too much. I forgot that today is Friday. I need to
go back to the ‘mosque’ for lahmad’. We’ll talk about it

another day, okay?”
Paw Chee puts the money for the ‘kobi” on the table and
walks out of the shop.

37






“Tﬁ...Tﬁ...L’%LLW;‘:ﬁJ@El‘llﬂxi‘Z‘lIII;IJElQﬂiI”)ﬁHEILLéJ’J” Mmaﬂamﬂaaﬂﬂﬂiﬁﬂ

“Oh no!...Oh no!... My kid has been killed!”
Muay takes Kai Nui in her arms and tries to console

him.
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Many days have passed and Paw Chee is sipping ‘kobi” at Muay’s shop.
He notices that Muay and Kai Nui are acting strangely. He is wonders
about why they are not as friendly as they usually are and so he asks :

“Hey, Muay, what’s going on with you guys? And why is
Kai Nui ignoring me and treating my like a stranger. What is it?”

“Paw Chee, you are a cruel man!” Kai Nui screams at him
angrily.

“What do you mean? I don’t know what you are talking
about.”

“You killed the little kid!” Kai Nui says, his voice breaks and
he is about to cry. He runs out of the shop.

“The kid is dead, right, Paw Chee?” Muay asks as her voice

breaks and she also walks out of the shop.
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The next day.

“Is there anyone here?”

Paw Chee jokingly yells at the front of the shop
despite having seen Muay and Kai Nui inside. The two
are still upset at Paw Chee.

“Oh!. you both are here. How are you, Muay?
And you, Kai Nui?”

Muay and Kai Nui turn their backs on him, not
making eye contact with Paw Chee. They refuse to answer
him.

“Hmmm... no one is talking to me. What shall 1

do, little kid? Shall we both go home now?
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“Little kid!” Kai Nui shouts with delight when he sees
the little kid jumping around behind Paw Chee.

“Baaae Baae”..The little kid greets Kai Nui. Kai Nui
runs to the little kid and takes him in his arms. Muay runs to
the little kid too and they both hug it tightly.

“Where have you been, little kid? Kai Nui and I have
missed you so much!” Muay turns to Paw Chee.

“The provincial authorities asked for him. His
mother went to a ceremony of the city and they saw that
she was a beautitul goat, well fed, a model mother goat.

It’s probably because she has eaten your bananas, Muay.”

Paw Chee smiles.
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“I thought that you have sacriticed the little goat on ‘harirayo’ so I
felt so bad for Kai Nui. He wept each time he spoke of that little kid.”

“Hey! I could never do that, It is still a baby. My religion does not
permit us sacrifice baby animals for food.”

Paw Chee turns to Kai Nui who refuses to let go of the little kid.

“Now the little kid is weaned off of its mother. I'm giving it to you
to take care of. Would you like that?”

“Of course! Are you really giving it to me? Thank you so much!

177

You are the most generous person in the world!” Kai Nui runs over to
Paw Chee and give him a big hug.
“Easy there! My sarong will fall off!” The three join each other

in laughter.
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