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Thai Knowledge Cartoon: History, Current Situation, and Approaches for Development
By
Warat Karuchit

Nubthong Thongbai

Abstract

To see the origin of Thai knowledge cartoon, one might have to look back at Chaiyapruek
Cartoon, Thailand’s first knowledge cartoon magazine which was created by Rong Prapasanobol
and first published in 1970 and had continued success for many years. Another milestone was
Kampang Dek E-San (Kampang, the Northeastern Boy) by Triam Chachumporn in 1981, which may
be considered as the first Thai knowledge cartoon pocketbook. In the late 1980s, Japanese comics
emerged as the dominant type of cartoon, causing Thai cartooning to be in doldrums for almost
twenty years. Finally, a breakthrough for Thai knowledge cartoon came in 2003, with the publishing
of the first Thai knowledge cartoon book from three major publishers: Ramayana by Skybooks in
March; King Naresuan the Great by E.Q. Plus in October; and October 14" - Democracy Day :
The Story of October 14" 1973 for Youths by Cartoonthai Institute, Foundation For Children. These
events marked the beginning of the “renaissance” era of Thai knowledge cartoon. However, in

2006, knowledge cartoons from Korea were introduced to Thai readers and quickly became hugely



popular among young readers, causing Thai knowledge cartoon publishers to adapt their directions

again, especially in the current sluggish economy.

The results of the interviews of students and parents has led to the conclusion that the main

competitor of Thai knowledge cartoon might not be knowledge cartoons from Korea or Japan or any

other countries, because the results indicate that foreign and Thai knowledge cartoons appeal to

different target readers. The results clearly show that knowledge cartoons from Korea are more

appealing than Thai knowledge cartoons to young readers — those who are in primary schools. On

the other hand, Thai knowledge cartoons seem to be more appealing to high school students than

foreign knowledge cartoons. Moreover, foreign knowledge cartoons could also help create positive

perception of knowledge cartoon in the eyes of parents and the general public. Several Thai

cartoonists interviewed also said that foreign knowledge cartoons have given them inspirations to

improve their works and their cartooning skills.

Therefore, the main competitor of Thai knowledge cartoon seems to be the ability of the

producers, both cartoonists and publishers, to continually better themselves on their roles. Thai

cartoonists must be committed to improve their crafts, and the publishers must find the way to

manage their resources in the most effective way to produce the knowledge cartoons that are more

appealing to their target readers. An important approach is to understand their readers thoroughly

by carefully studying their lifestyles, interests and beliefs, because the results clearly indicate that

readers of different age groups differ in terms of needs and purposes in reading knowledge



cartoons. Governmental organizations could play a significant role in many ways, such as

improving the compensation, creating better attitude toward cartoon, and developing skills for

knowledge cartoonists. Only by seriously paying attention to knowledge cartoons the same way

Japan and Korea do, Thai knowledge cartoon could truly become a medium to help develop Thai

people and serve its true purpose.
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