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Abstract

The purpose of the research entitled “The Study of Thailand’s Reading
Promotion Policy : Comparative Study between Thailand’s Policy and Foreign
Countries’ Policies” is to study the achievement in Thailand’s reading promotion policy
during the period of previous 20 years (1988-2008) when the reading promotion
policy was continuously developed. This study was conducted with a comparative
analysis of the policies implemented in five foreign countries which are the United
States of America, Sweden, Japan, Republic of Korea and Vietnam. The aim of the
study is to learn about the policies, strategies and methodologies used for promoting
reading. The result of the study is consequently used for developing a policy to
promote the reading activities in Thailand. In the year 2003 the reading activities were
considerably promoted and the government launched the Act of National Education
which is considered an important basis for the promotion of reading in Thailand. After

the year 2003 the direction to the promotion of reading became clearer. The 10th
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National Plan of Economic and Social Development (2007-2011) states that “a habit
of learning and fondness for reading should be promoted to continuously support the
learning in congruence with the learners capabilities and interests,” To achieve this
the government sectors, private sectors and state — owned enterprises collaboratively
arranged a number of activities to promote reading and raise an awareness of the
importance of reading among children, teachers, parents and general public.

In the United States of America an attempt of the government sectors and
private sectors has been made to develop a policy to promote reading. One of the
attempts was to enforce a law and regulations regarding reading. This was effectively
done through the systems of education and library as well as different activities to
promote reading. Owing to those, the literacy rate in USA remains at 99% which is
considered very successful for the past twenty years.

In Sweden the policy and activities for the promotion of reading have been
effectively implemented. The emphasis has been placed upon the policy of reading
promotion since 1905. A great deal of research has been conducted on the topics
related to literature, books and reading habits. A number of bookshop networks have
been established. Furthermore, the government has provided a financial support to
the projects on books for children. The purpose is to publish good, high quality and
reasonably priced books. Financial institutes have been established in order to
advocate the book-publishing industry. The government announced a decrease in the
value added tax (VAT) for books. Moreover, Sweden’s Academic Institute for
Children’s Books was established.

In Japan a committee for the promotion of reading was established. The
government launched different laws and regulations with regard to the promotion of
reading. Besides, Japan has a national reading day for children, which is on April
23rd. The system of library has been continuously developed. Several attempts to
promote reading have been made through a number of development activities. For
instance, Japan has a general book fair and children’s book fair every year. The

litercy rate of Japanese citizens is found to be at 99.0% which is considered
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impressively high. Owing to the reading culture in Japan, Japanese people have
fondness for reading.

In Republic of Korea the Government enforced a law and regulations to
enhance reading and create a positive atmosphere to stimulate a reading habit. The
system of library has been continuously developed. South Korea has a number of
activities to promote reading; for example, The Project of Reading in Family, the
Project of 1 City 1 Library and the Project of 1 City 1 Reading Campaign. Moreover,
the literature test is included in the entrance examination. Because of the culture and
people’s belief, a great deal of importance has been attached to reading. In Korea,
family is considered a strong basis for the promotion of reading and consequently the
strength of people in the country.

Vietham is regarded a country with great success in education and reading
promotion. One of the Significant factors leading to the success is the government’s
continuous to the development of reading among Vietnamese citizens. The leaders of
every government have persistently aimed at developing the literacy of people.
Besides, they all agree that the essential factors leading to the achievement in literacy
development are reading culture, willingness to learn, ambition to learn, and
willingness to read. All of these factors tend to lead to the lifelong learning.

In conclusion the reading promotion policies of five countries could be applied
to the development of reading promotion policy in Thailand. To elaborate, Thailand’s
government is advised to consider launching the Act of Reading Promotion and
reading promotion policy. The role of library should be clearly identified. An institute
for the children learning and literacy development should be established. Moreover,
there should be an improvement in printing materials and publishers. Nevertheless,
whether the reading promotion could be achieved depends largely upon the strong
support from family members and parents who could act as a role model and
familiarize their children with books. Furthermore, they can help raise an awareness
of the importance of reading and develop a reading habit of their children. As a

result, there is great likelihood that Thailand will become the country with reading
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culture. This will lead Thai people to be successful in every aspect of life, and the

entire society will correspondingly be improved.
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